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Play Basketball Day

Commemorating the birth of
basketball inventor Dr. James
Naismith, Play Basketball Day is a
day to not only play one of the most
popular sports in the U.S. but to
celebrate its global impact. It was in
December 1891 that Dr. Naismith
invented basketball after being
challenged by his boss to come up
with a fair and non-aggressive game
that could be played indoors during
the cold Massachusetts winter.

That same year, the first public
basketball game was held, and the
YMCA began advertising the game
internationally, not long after, it
quickly spread worldwide. Even if
you can't play basketball today, try
to catch a game on TV or learn more
about this iconic sport.

Today in History

In 1928, the St. Louis
Cardinals' first baseman
Jim Bottomley was voted
the National League’s
MVP. After playing for
three baseball teams from
1922 to 1937, he worked as
a talent scout and minor
league baseball manager.
Bottomley was inducted
into the Baseball Hall of
Fame in 1974.
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