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FAST FACTS!
FORM OF GOVERNMENT: Federal 
Republic of Germany
POPULATION: 83,783,942
OFFICIAL LANGUAGE: German, 
but English is taught in schools.
MONEY: Euro
GEOGRAPHY: on the northern edge 
of the Alps, with local rivers Isar and 
Wurm.  Munich is situated in the 
Northern Alpine Foreland. 

Munich, Bavaria’s capital, is home to centuries-old 
buildings and numerous museums. The city is known 
for its annual Oktoberfest celebration and its beer 
halls, including the famed Hofbräuhaus, founded in 
1589. In the Altstadt (Old Town), central Marienplatz 
square contains landmarks such as Neo-Gothic Neues 
Rathaus (town hall), with a popular glockenspiel show 
that chimes and reenacts stories from the 16th century.
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•	 There are more than 80 museums in Munich
•	 Munich is further north than any major US city (excluding Alaska).
•	 There are over 60 beer gardens in Munich.
•	 The major streets of the old town of Munich were pedestrianized for the Olympics in 1972 and have 

stayed pedestrian only ever since.
•	 The famous Oktoberfest is held here every September until ending in October.
•	 There are six major breweries in Munich:  Augustiner Bräu, Hofbräu, Löwenbräu, Hacker-Pschorr 

Bräu, Spaten-Franziskaner Bräu, and Paulaner Brauerei.
•	 Beer is considered as a food in Bavaria officially.
•	 Home of the 1972 Olympics

GENERAL FACTS:
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