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Getting to know...
The Arctic Wolf

Region & Habitat

Mammal

North America (Canada, Alaska) and Greenland 
Arctic regions, primarily in the High Arctic tundra. 

Height: 24–36 in (60–91 cm) tall at the shoulder 
Length: 38–71 in (100–180 cm) long from head to toe 
Weight: 70–175 lb (32–70 kg)

When Arctic wolves hunt as a pack, one adult member 
remains behind as a puppy sitter.Fun Fact

Scienti�c Name

Diet

Average Lifespan

Conservation Status

Nocturnal or Diurnal

Size

Classi�cation

Canis lupus arctos

Carnivorous hunters that primarily eat musk oxen and
Arctic hares but also consume a variety of other animals
and food sources

7 years in the wild; 13 years in captivity

Least Concern

Mostly Nocturnal

The Arctic Wolf, also known as the White Wolf or the Polar Wolf, 
lives in the frozen landscape of the Arctic. They speci�cally can be 
found in the Canadian Arctic, parts of Alaska, and along the 
northern coast of Greenland. Because of the extreme climate of 
their habitat, Arctic Wolves can withstand average winter 
temperatures of 22-degrees below zero as well as several months 
with no sunlight.

The Arctic Wolf is a subspecies of the Grey Wolf, albeit with 
distinctive di�erences in their appearance and behavior from other 

Grey Wolves. With their thick white coats, furry paws, and extra layer of body fat, the 
Arctic Wolf can easily survive – both insulated and camou�aged – in its almost 
permanently snow-covered habitat. They also have smaller ears and shorter noses than 
other Grey Wolves which enables them to lose less body heat and survive long Arctic 
winters.

Arctic Wolves live far from human populations and are rarely seen. Those who have seen 
them notice how playful and unafraid of humans they are, seemingly having no distrust 
of us!
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