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Getting to know...
The Reindeer

Region & Habitat

Capreolinae

Arctic tundra and adjacent boreal forests of Greenland, 
Scandinavia, Russia, Alaska, and Canada

Height: 2.8 - 4.9 ft. Length: 5.9 - 7 ft.; 350-400lbs. 

Their ankles make a clicking sound when they walk.  
Their tendons snap over bones in their feet.  Experts 
think the clicking helps the members of a herd stay 
in contact when snow is deep

Fun Fact

Scienti�c Name

Diet

Average Lifespan

Conservation Status

Nocturnal or Diurnal

Size

Classi�cation

Rangifer

Mosses, herbs, ferns, and grasses as well as shoots and
leaves of shrubs and trees

15 - 18 years

Currently listed as a vulnerable species

Both

A staple of holiday song, lore, and legend, the reindeer is a very real species of deer. Their 

habitat includes tundra and boreal forest and they can be found in Scandinavia, Russia, 

Iceland, Greenland, Alaska and Canada. Sometimes called Caribou, these mammals are 

herbivores, so each year when the snow begins to fall they relocate south where they 

can �nd plants more easily.  Reindeer have an extraordinary sense of smell and depend 

on it greatly, more so than sight and hearing.  

Reindeer have an extraordinary sense of smell and depend on it greatly, more so than 

sight and hearing. They also have the unique distinction of developing antlers in both 

males and females. Their fur-laden antlers can grow up to 50 inches on males, and up to 

20 inches on females. Once fully grown, the velvet on the antlers dries up and the deer 

will rub on trees and other objects to get it o�. Reindeer's large hooves, which help them 

dig for food, change from season to season. The hooves shrink and tighten during the 

winter months, allowing for better traction on snow and ice. During mating season, 

males grow a mane of hair under their neck and their necks will swell up from 

testosterone. Pregnant females leave the herd in the spring and travel to a traditional 

calving ground. After a gestation period of 7.5 months, they give birth to typically one 

calf, usually in May and June.
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Maze
help the Reindeer finds Santa's sleigh.
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