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It 's Nat ional Piñata Day!
Bi r thday par t ies and other  celebr at ion  of  your s 
wouldn?t have com pleted  soon  w i thout those 
color f u l ly  decor ated  candy con tainer s -  the 
p iñata! Gett ing cand ies along w i th  som e toys? 
Sounds great r igh t? And for  m any, i t  would  st i l l  
be an  ever green  m em or y to those who have 
opened any p inata ear l ier . For  those who 
haven?t t r ied  open ing the pap ier -m âché donkey 

can  do i t  on  N at ional  Piñata D ay wh ich  is m ean t for  i t .

HISTORY OF NATIONAL PINATA DAY
T he N at ional  Piñata D ay?s h istor y, or igin , and the creator  are 
anonym ous. H owever, the h istor y  and the ex istence of  Piñata 
can  be tr acked down  sever al  cen tur ies ago. A p iñata is a 
con tainer  m ade of  pap ier -m âché, potter y, or  cloth  that  i s 
decor ated  and f i l led  w i th  candy or  sm al l  toys or  som et im es 
both . I t  w i l l  usual ly  be broken  as a par t  of  a cerem ony or  
celebr at ion . Piñatas are the toy and candy del iver ing system  
wh ich  are though t to be com m on ly associated  w i th  M exico 
however ; i ts h istor y  i s m uch  older . T he idea of  break ing a 
con tainer  stu f fed  w i th  t r eats cam e in to ex istence in  Europe 
dur ing the 14th  cen tur y, and then  the nam e has com e f rom  the 
I tal ian  word  cal led  pignatta.
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Sandy Koufax is 1st  
to str i ke out the 
side on  9 p i tches.
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DID YOU KNOW???
Harvest or Party....Pinatas = Fun!
Tr ad i t ional ly, Ch i leans used p inatas to celebr ate 
a good har vest. H owever, today, they are m ade 
f rom  natur al  m ater ials and associated  w i th  
var ious occasions. T hei r  inside treats represen t 
w ishes and the per son  who breaks the p inata w i l l  
have good luck th roughout the com ing year.

Today's Trivia
W here d id  the p inata or iginate f r om ?

A. Br azi l  C. M exico

B.  Ch ina  D . Japan

(answer on page 7)

Today's Funny:
I  bough t a p iñata for  m y 
son?s bi r thday...

(continued on page 7)

Today's Wisdom:
T he human mind is kind of like a pinata. When it breaks open, there are a lot of 

surprises inside. Once you get the pinata perspective, you see that losing your 
mind can be a peak experience.

 - Jane Wagner
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Break

Candies

Celebrat ions

Children

Color fu l

Fiest a

Mexican

Papier  Mache

Pr izes

Scram ble

Spin

St ick

St ream er

St uf fed

Sw ings

 DAILY WORD SEARCH
N at i on al  Pi n ata D ay
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SOLVE THE MAZE

4.
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Ever y  an sw er  u ses on ly  th e l et ter s i n  th e w or d :
H ow  m an y can  YO U  m ake?

3. Used with
    wheelchairs

5. Individual pieces

7. Tent location

9. Feminine equine

11. Low-quality

12. Run to compete

1. Has wealth

2. Showoff

4. Represented by
    doves

6. Shoes come in
    them

8. Field rodents

10. Kind of brush

DownAcross

WORD JUMBLE

Pap i er  M ach e
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Sudoku

HINTS:

Until you?ve had lots of  practice f igur ing out 

puzzles, here are some questions that you can ask 

as you play to help you to make progress:

- Where could I place the value X in this  

row/column /box ? (Go through the 

numbers 1 to 9, and scan to see if  the 

number  is already in that row /  column /  

box)

- What value could I put in this cell? (If  

there?s just one acceptable ? put it in!)

- What row /  column /  box is near ly f ull, and 

can I f ill it?

HOW TO PLAY SUDOKU

OBJECTIVE: Fill a 9x9 gr id so that each column, 
each row, and each of  the nine 3x3 boxes (also 
called blocks or  regions) contains the digits f rom 1 
to 9.

A cell is the smallest block in the game. Rows, 
columns, and regions each consist of  9 cells, and 
the whole game consists of  81 cells. A region has 
thicker  lines sur rounding it. 

The most basic strategy to f ind missing numbers is 
scanning and it consists of :

1) Crosshatching -  Scan rows and columns to 
eliminate where a specif ic number  can be in a 
given region. 

2) Counting - Simply count all the dif f erent 
numbers in a row, column, and region that 
connect to one cell. If  there is just one number  
missing, then that's what should be in the cell. 
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Trivia Answer: 

B. Ch ina

Riddle Answer: 

I t  was a real  H IT

SO
LU

TI
O

N
S
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WORD JUMBLE SOLUTION

Pap i er  M ach e
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